In this paper, I analyze reasons for this expedition, which affected the south-eastern borderlands of Poland. Consequently, I hope to be able to decide if there were any other reasons apart from the marriage arrangement that lay behind Bogdan's expedition.
Bogdan III came to power in Moldova in 1504 after death of his father, Stefan the Great. The beginning of Bogdan's reign was not easy. After the death of his great predecessor, both the opposition inside Moldova and foreign opponents tried to question his position. Also Poland, which was still in conflict with Moldova over Pokutia, tried to analyze the possibilities of winning this lost territory back. This is why the Polish envoy Bernard Goławinski was sent to Constantinople. His task was to investigate the Turkish reaction to a possible Polish attack on Moldova. He was also ordered to visit Walachia to encourage the local ruler to join the planned attack. 3 Bogdan could not tolerate such behaviour. He was forced to face too many problems inside his country, so that he knew that a PolishTurkish-Wallachian alliance was too dangerous for him. He tried to find some allies to strengthen his own position, and to achieve this goal he wanted to make use of Pokutia. This territory had belonged to Moldova since 1502 when Stephan the Great conquered it. 4 Bogdan, who counted on strengthening his position vis-à-vis his opponents inside Moldova as well as his foreign enemies (above all, Turkey), offered Pokutia to Poland in exchange for the possibility of marrying the sister of the Polish King Alexander. 5 He thought that this would 3 Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych (further: AGAD), Libri Legationum (further: LL) 2, k. 18-20; Akta Aleksandra króla polskiego, wielkiego księcia litewskiego (1501 -1506 ), ed. F. Papée, Kraków 1927 Z. Spieralski, 'Z dziejów wojen…,' p. 106; I. Czamańska, Mołdawia i Wołoszczyzna wobec Polski, Węgier i Turcji w XIV i XV wieku, Poznań 1996, p. 192 ; K. Niemczyk, 'Problem Pokucia, spornego terytorium polsko-mołdawskiego w końcu XV i początku XVI wieku, ' Studia Historyczne, 57, 2014, no. 2, p. 167. 4 A. Jabłonowski, 'Sprawy wołoskie za Jagiellonów. Akta i Listy. Akta Koronne,' in: Źródła dziejowe, vol. 10, Warszawa 1878, no. 23; Z. Spieralski, 'Z dziejów wojen…,' p. 83; L. Fac, 'Południowo-wschodni teatr działań wojennych w latach 1497-1509, ' Rocznik Przemyski, 43, 2007, no. 1, pp. 67-68; M. Plewczyński, Wojny i wojskowość polska w XVI w., vol. 1, (1500 -1548 ' Codrul Cosminului, 20, 2014, no. 2, pp. 297-320; eadem, 'Mołdawia Bogdana III Ślepego…,' pp. 181-183. be a good way to win a strong all-Poland-and, by the way, he would solve the problem of a possible alliance between Poland and Turkey, an alliance that he was afraid of. From the Polish point of view, it was a very interesting proposal, but it was also dangerous, as it could result in a conflict with Turkey. Since Moldova was a territory within the orbit of Turkish interests, an alliance between Poland and Moldova could not be accepted by Turkey. On the other hand, if Poland rejected the alliance with Bogdan the One-Eyed, he would have desperately searched for support elsewhere, and that could have pushed him over to the Turkish side. That is why Bogdan's proposal was accepted by Alexander Jagiellon. The Polish king, who was occupied by the war against Moscow and was aware of the catastrophic condition of Polish army, as well as of the need to reform it, was very pleased with the possibility of winning Pokutia back without war. 6 However, the mother of Princess Elisabeth, Elisabeth of Jagiellon (Elżbieta Rakuszanka), raised some strong objections against this project. She strongly rejected the possibility of her daughter's marrying the ruler of such a minor state as, in her opinion Moldova, was. Also the Princess Elisabeth was reluctant to marry the 'one-eyed barbarian', as she called Bogdan. 7 The ruler of Moldova, who was very anxious about this position 6 It was very common in the time of Alexander's reign, that rittmeisters (Jan Kamieniecki among others) who were responsible for the defence of the south-east boarders of Poland complained to the king that they did not have enough knights. See Akta Aleksandra króla polskiego, wielkiego księcia litewskiego (1501) (1502) (1503) (1504) (1505) (1506) , ed. F. Papée, Kraków 1927 (further: AAleks), no. 93, 119, 120, 121, 123 . Not only was there an insufficient number of knights, but they were also underpaid, which led to protests in 1504. For more about these problems, see Z. Spieralski, 'Z dziejów wojen…, ' pp. 91, 105; K. Niemczyk, 'Problem Pokucia…, eadem, 'Mołdawia Bogdana III Ślepego…, 182 Bucureşti 1958, p. 112, 126. of the queen, tried to win her over to this project. To achieve this, he attempted to talk first with Stanislaus of Chodcza, the queen's trusted man, asking him for intercession with Elisabeth of Jagiellon. That is why Bogdan sent his envoy Lukas Dracz to Stanislaus of Chodcza to invite him to Suceava, where further negotiations took place.
8 This resulted in the mutual agreement of both sides. Bogdan the One-Eyed agreed to give back Pokutia to Poland for the hand of the king's sister, Elisabeth.
9 As a result on 8 December 1505, Bogdan's official envoy arrived at Alexander's court with the proposal of marriage. 10 In return, Polish envoys, Stanislaus of Chodcza, Nicolaus Firlej, and Bernard Wilczek, were sent to Moldova on 18 March 1506. 11 The agreement between the two sides obliged Bogdan to give Pokutia back to Poland as the condition of receiving the hand of Elisabeth and this obligation was fulfilled by Bogdan. 12 Unfortunately, due to Alexander's death (1506), the matter became complicated, and the marriage agreement was cancelled. However, Poland did not return Pokutia to Bogdan. Because of Polish failure to fulfil the agreement, Bogdan the One-Eyed, who felt cheated, decided to conquer Pokutia in September 1506. 13 The Polish side hastily arranged an expedition under the command of Nicolaus Kamieniecki.
14 The expedition was successful and Poland won Pokutia back; 15 however, this was not the end of the war. The Polish-Moldovan conflict started again in 1509, when Pope Julius II wanted to organize a crusade against Turkey. To realize his goal, he wished to weaken Turkey and undermine its alliances. In the first place, the pope began measures to win Moldova, as a possible Turkish ally, over to his side. Koronnego, oddział 86, no. 6, k. 16, 17v, [18] [19] 21, 23v, 32v, 42v, [45] [46] 47v . See also K. Niemczyk, 'Problem Pokucia…, ' p. 169. 15 Z. Spieralski, 'Z dziejów wojen…,' p. 120; L. Fac, 'Południowo-wschodni teatr działań…,' p. 82; J. Marinescu, Bogdan III cel Orb 1504 -1517 , Bucureşti 1910 K. Niemczyk, 'Problem Pokucia…,' p. 171. agreement between Poland and Moldova about Bogdan's marriage with Elisabeth. On 12 April 1509, he sent a breve to Sigismund I reminding him about his obligation to fulfil the agreement with Bogdan the One-Eyed. 16 The king of Poland remained reluctant to follow the pope's orders as he feared that the marriage might badly affect relations with Turkey. Also his brother, the king of Hungary, Vladislaus, rejected the pope's order. 17 Contrary to the view of historians to date, it seems also that Bogdan the One-Eyed did not have any hope of accomplishing the marriage project with Elisabeth, or for the success of Julius II's plans. Already in 1508-1509 Bogdan had made an effort to marry Ruxanda, the daughter of the ruler of Wallachia, Mihnea cel Rău. In a document, dated 7 September 1511, it is written that Duke Mihnea's widow Voica declared that her husband (she caled him vodă, whats mean the duke) bestowed gold and silver on his daughter as her marriage portion. As Mihnea fell from power in autumn 1509, the conclusion of the marriage agreement should have taken place before this time. 18 The marriage could not take place immediately as, on 12 March 1510 in Sibiu, Mihnea cel Rău was murdered, 19 and his family was in mourning. Then on 26 February 1511 Bogdan's mother died, 20 and the preparations for the marriage had to be postponed again. However, the marriage contract was still binding, as in 1511 16 Voica demanded from the town Braşov the return of gold-plated cups, which should have been used as part of her daughter's marriage portion.
21 Finally, Bogdan married Ruxanda on 15 August 1513.
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According to some historians, the main goal of Bogdan the One--Eyed's expedition against Poland in 1509 was the implementation of the unfilled marriage agreement with Elisabeth of Jagiellon.
23 It was also the official reason for this expedition which was announced by the Moldovan sidee. 24 However, since Bogdan was striving at that time for the marriage with Ruxanda, there must have been a reason for his expedition in 1509 other than the hope to fulfil his former marriage contract. Gorovei, O controversă…, p. 152. 22 started to storm Kamianets-Podilskyi. They were able to outwit Polish military intelligence, which had already crossed the Danube and gone towards Khotyn; however, the fortress of Kamianets-Podilskyi remained unconquered.
26 So, Bogdan the One-Eyed decided to go towards Halych and try to seize it, but even this attempt ended without success, and Hlaych castle remained unconquered. The Moldovan armies then decided to go towards Lviv, their next goal. 27 It is important to note that Bogdan the One-Eyed also attacked Rohatyn, a small village that belonged to the Chodecki family. The ruler of Moldova destroyed it, plundered it, and kidnapped a lot of inhabitants of this village, including the mother of Stanislaus of Chodcza, the man who was responsible for the unfulfilled marriage agreement between Bogdan the One-Eyed and Elisabeth Jagiellon, as a result of which Bogdan lost Pokutia, and his two brothers, Rafael and Peter, among others.
28 Letopisetul tării Moldovei, written by Grigore Ureche, also states that additionally, during his attempt to conquer Lviv, Bogdan the One-Eyed hit the gate of the castle with his spear and stole the bell from the church in Rohatyn. He took this bell as his loot back to Suceava with him. 29 The Romanian historian Ovidiu Cristea analyzes the symbolism of these actions. 30 According to Cristea, both of Bogdan's actions-hitting the gate of the castle with his spear and the theft of the bell from the church in Rohatyn-were deliberate actions that were meant to demonstrate his power. In this way, Bogdan referred to well-known symbolism; 31 32 I agree with Cristea's point of view, but I think that Bogdan's second action, the attack on Rohatyn and the theft of the bell from the church in Rohatyn, had another reason.
Contrary to some previously held opinions, it seems to me that the implementation of his unfulfilled marriage agreement with Elisabeth was only the official reason for Bogdan's expedition in 1509. In fact, the real reason was different. At that time, Bogdan the One-Eyed aspired to the hand of Ruxanda. It seems likely that he had lost any hope for fulfilling the agreement with the Poles. In my opinion, Bogdan the One-Eyed's expedition should be considered rather as an attempt to avenge himself on Poland, and above all, on Stanislaus of Chodcza, the owner of Rohatyn, because of the unfulfilled marriage agreement. Bogdan felt cheated, as he had trusted Stanislaus of Chodcza and had counted on his help. After the negotiations with the Polish king were successful, he returned Pokutia to Poland, and then suddenly the Polish side broke off the agreement, but they did not return Pokutia to Moldova. The ruler of Moldova had a right to feel cheated. That is why he attacked Rohatyn, kidnapped Chodecki's mother and his two brothers and stole the bell from the church. He took it to Suceava as a symbol of success. An additional reason, not without importance, was that the loss of Pokutia must have been very bitter for Moldova both financially and economically. In my view, Bogdan had no hope for his marriage with Elisabeth Jagiellon; it was only a pretext to attack Poland. The support from Pope Julius II helped him to make use of this unfulfilled agreement with Alexander Jagiellon and to try to conquer Pokutia and reclaim it. In reality, he wanted to avenge the insult he had suffered from the Polish side (and he especially blamed Stanislaus of Chodcza for this), and he seized the opportunity to recover Pokutia. The support from the pope gave him the pretext and the consent to attack Poland.
Bogdan the One-Eyed is commonly described by historians as an especially ugly person, with physical imperfections. 33 The reason for this is the information offered by the chronicler Ureche, who 34 He goes on to call him 'grozav la faţă si orbu de un ochiu' (which means with terrifying appearance and blind in one eye). 35 According to Romanian historians, Ureche wrote this because he was under the strong influence of Polish sources, and he wanted to use Bogdan's frightening appearance as a pretext for the rejection of the plan of his marriage to Elisabeth by the Polish side. This marks the beginning of black propaganda concerning the ruler of Moldova and of the story about his terrifying appearance. However, this was not the truth. For sure, Bogdan was not blind. Surely, he was a brave knight and took part in many battles. There is also no information in any sources about his alleged physical imperfections. It is supposed that he either could see with only one eye or that his sight was very weak. This could be a result of two things. First, he may have suffered from glaucoma in one eye, which seems to be confirmed by the fact that his descendants Bogdan and Alexander also suffered from this illness.
36 A second option is that during a battle in 1497, he was hurt in his eye and that was the reason for his problem. In Romanian 'cel Grozav' does not mean 'with a terrifying appearance', but rather designates a man with exceptional physical features and moral precepts. 37 Bogdan's impeccable appearance seems to be confirmed by his portrait, which we can see in the Orthodox church in Pătrăuţi. In this portrait, we see no imperfections or defects. On the contrary, Bogdan seems to be handsome man (however, the portrait can also be perceived as an idealization of the ruler). 38 As he did not see in one eye, he was called 'the Blind.' And that is why it is usual that today Bogdan is often called not 'The One-Eyed,' but 'The Blind One.' Another nickname for Bogdan is to found in a document from 1501-Choban. 39 This story about Bogdan's blindness was rather the conscious procedure of chroniclers, who wanted to explain and justify why the Polish side did not fulfil the agreement with the ruler of Moldova and did not give him Elisabeth as a wife.
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